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Peter H. Diamandis, M.D. 

Biographical Sketch 
 

About Peter  
 
Peter is focused on driving breakthroughs in products, companies and 
industries.  He is passionate about solving some of the world’s grand challenges.  If 
you’re interested in driving and incentivizing breakthrough thinking within your company 
or industry; or if you’re interested getting experts around the world motivated to solve 
your insolvable problems, you need to create the proper incentives and establish clear, 
measurable and objective goals. 
 
PETER DIAMANIDS can help: He is the world’s foremost expert in incentivized 
innovation.  The art of incentivize smart and talented people within your company or 
those experts around the world to focus on solving your grand challenges.  He has 
worked with Fortune 100 companies, government leaders and captains of industry over 
the past 15 years.  In 2010 Diamandis is the winner of the Economist ―No Boundaries‖ 
award for “meta-innovation — driving innovation in the way people innovate.” He is also 
the winner of the Arthur C. Clarke Award for Innovation, the Heinlein Award, the 
Lindbergh Award, the Wired RAVE Award, the Neil Armstrong Award, and the World 
Technology Award. 
 
DYNAMIC SPEAKER 
Diamandis inspires and moves audiences to action.  His message is clear:  there is no 
challenge that cannot be overcome.  It is a matter of having a clear objective goal, 
clarity of what you are measuring and incentivizing the right community to solve your 
challenge.  Using personal, in-depth and inspirational stories, Diamandis has been 
called ―one of the best speakers ever‖ by numerous CEO-level audiences.   He has 
received accolades from an impressively diverse list of listeners: Google, Microsoft, the 
United Nations, Facebook, TED, PhRMAs CEO Conference, Autodesk and Activision-
Blizzard to name a few.  Diamandis is a frequent contributor to CNN, CNBC and 
MSNBC. 
 
X PRIZE LEADER: Dr. Diamandis is the Founder, Chairman and CEO of the X PRIZE 
Foundation (www.xprize.org), a non-profit focused on designing and launching large 
incentive prizes to drive radical breakthroughs for the benefit of humanity.  Best known 
for the $10 million Ansari X PRIZE (www.xprize.org) for private spaceflight, the 
Foundation is now launching prizes in four groups:  Exploration, Life Sciences, Energy 
& Environment, and Education/Global Development.  Today the X PRIZE has three 
active prizes: The $10M Archon X PRIZE for Genomics, the $30M Google Lunar X 
PRIZE and the $1.4M Wendy Schmidt Oil Cleanup X CHALLENGE.  Diamandis and the 
X PRIZE have been hired by the following groups to create incentivized innovation:  
Google, Cisco, Shell, Progressive Insurance, NASA, US Department of Energy, and the 
US Department of Transportation to name a few. 
 

http://www.xprize.org/
http://www.xprize.org/
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AN EXPERT ON THE GROWTH OF EXPONENTIAL TECHNOLOGIES: 
In 2008, Diamandis co-Founded the Singularity University (www.singularityU.org) along 
with Dr. Ray Kurzweil, serving as the Chairman & Vice-Chancellor of SU.  Diamandis 
speaks dynamically and passionately explaining how the rapid growth of key 
exponential technologies are empowering individuals and companies to do what only 
governments were able to achieve in past decades.  The key exponential technologies 
include  artificial intelligence, robotics, biotechnology, synthetic biology, embedded 
networks, nanotechnology/materials and human machine interfaces have the potential 
to transform industries and society over the next twenty years. 

Such technologies will drive a period of significant disruption or opportunity depending 
on the company’s mind-set.  Diamandis’ ultimate message is that companies cannot 
remain stagnant.  They must evolve or they will die. 
  
A GLOBAL LEADER IN COMMERCIAL SPACE: Diamandis is the leading 
international figure in the commercial space arena, having founded and run many of the 
leading entrepreneurial companies in this sector, including:  Space Adventures 
(www.spaceadventures.com), the only company to have brokered the launches of 
private citizens to the Int’l Space Station; Zero Gravity Corporation (www.gozerog.com) 
is the only commercial provider of weightless, zero-gravity flights to the public and to 
NASA; and the Rocket Racing League (www.rocketracingleague.com) is a cross 
between NASCAR and pod-racing from Star Wars. 
 
A SCIENTIST, ENGINEER & MEDICAL DOCTOR:  Dr. Diamandis attended the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) where he received his undergraduate 
degree in molecular genetics and graduate degree in aerospace engineering. After MIT 
he attended Harvard Medical School where he received his M.D. In 2005 he has was 
also awarded an honorary Doctorate from the International Space University.  
 
A PASSIONATE ACTIVIST & ENTREPRENEUR:  Diamandis has founded over 15 
companies since his first year at MIT.  Many of these are non-profits dedicated to 
creating change in the world.  Peter’s mission is guide and inspire the transformation of 
humanity both on and off the Earth. His personal motto is: ―The best way to predict the 
future is to create it yourself!‖  In 8th grade, while living in New York, Dr. Diamandis won 
first place in the Estes rocket design contest. 
 
BOOK:  Diamandis is co-author of Abundance (Simon & Schuster -- Feb 2012).   
 

Media:  Dr. Diamandis has been featured on over 100 TV interviews such CNN, 

MSNBC, GMA, Fox and hundreds of major articles including cover issues of  WIRED, 
Fast Money, Business Week and New York Times.  Details available upon request. 

http://www.singularityu.org/
http://www.spaceadventures.com/
http://www.gozerog.com/
http://www.rocketracingleague.com/


 
 

6 | P a g e  P e t e r  H .  D i a m a n d i s ,  M D ,  S p e a k i n g  O v e r v i e w  
 

Selected Testimonials 
 
‘I've shared the stage with Branson and the Dalai Lama. And in my entire life, NO 

SPEECH has inspired me to get out and kick butt in the world like you did at SANG. 

Thank you for that.’ 

-Vishen Lakhiani, Founder & CEO, MindValley 

------------------------------ 

 ‘If you ever have the chance to see Peter Diamandis speak, run don't walk to get a seat. 

Awesome inspiration.’ 

-Jeff Berman, General Manager, NFL Digital Media 

------------------------------ 

‘Peter gives hope where others see none. Not only is his speaking style engaging 

and inspirational but his message is one of great importance for all of humanity. This 

man is doing critically important work. He is making his life and the lives of others count 

immeasurably.’ 

  - Shaahin Cheyene, President, Accelerated Intelligence Inc. 

 ------------------------------ 

‘Never before have I seen someone provide a view of the future that is so informed by 

science and history, yet utterly optimistic!  Diamandis clearly and entertainingly uses 

analogies from the past to illustrate how the major problems mankind faces today and 

tomorrow, will inevitably be solved through exponential technologies.  Bravo!’ 

 - Kenneth Hepburn, CEO & Founder GIVIGIV 

 ------------------------------ 

‘I've seen Peter Diamandis speak on three different occasions to widely diverse 

audiences and each time it has been a terrific experience. He is engaging, informative, 

inspiring and so positive about the future that I've quoted him often to friends and 

colleagues.’ 

  - Ken Kragen, Organizer of "We Are The World," "Hands Across America," "NetAid"  

 ------------------------------ 

‘I've watched thousands of speeches in my lifetime, and I think your speech might have 

been the most impressive and all encompassing.’ 

- Christopher Kai, Musician, Songwriter 

------------------------------ 

 

 

http://twitter.com/peterdiamandis

